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Coatesville Area Intermediate High School Unites with Partners  

in Second S.P.I.R.I.T. Training 

“Problem solving,” “leaders,” and “progress” were frequent words used by 65 ninth and 

tenth grade students at the Coatesville Area Intermediate High School during a two day 

workshop in which they identified concerns within the school and then collaborated with 

peers to find solutions. 

The training was run by the Student Problem Identification and Resolving Issues Together 

(S.P.I.R.I.T.) group, which is supported by the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission 

(PHRC), the U.S. Department of Justice, the Center for Safe Schools, and the Center for Safe 

Schools and Communities. These partners guided students through several problem 

identification techniques to help them understand the importance of voicing concerns and 

then creating strategies to find solutions.   

On the first day of the event, students were grouped by ethnicity as a means to talk about 

concerns they saw in school from their unique perspective. Organizers felt this would 

create a comfortable environment in the event that racial tensions were discussed.  On the 

second day of the training, students were mixed by ethnicity in order to collaborate with 

peers and creatively solve the top five identified problems from the day before.   

Through the entire training, the students not only voiced their concerns, but also presented 

real solutions to the administration and Denim Kurtzhals, the school’s equity leader.   



“It is important to hear from the students because they come to school every day and 

experience real world problems,” said Michelle Nutter, from the Center for Safe Schools. 

“All students should have a voice in their school,” said Contrell Armor from the Center for 

Safe Schools and Communities.  “Everyone appeared to enjoy the collaboration.”   

Feedback from students was very positive, as well.  

“To hear everyone’s opinion was great,” said sophomore Hunter Evans. “Kids spoke freely 

without being judged.”  

“Everyone seemed to enjoy expressing their feelings to each other,” said sophomore Naomi 

Lee. “I think it was beneficial to have administration there to hear our concerns.”   

Before the start of the program, all students who were interested in the training received a 

permission slip to be filled out by a parent or guardian.  In the end, 65 students of multiple 

ethnicities including Caucasian, African-American, Latino, and Asian were selected.  The 

newly trained S.P.I.R.I.T. students plan on holding a leadership summit with other Chester 

County high school students in the spring of 2018.  The S.P.I.R.I.T. students also want to 

continue to collaborate with classmates in an effort to improve the Coatesville Area 

Intermediate High School’s overall experience for the student body. 
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Center for Safe Schools representative Michelle Nutter addresses students on the 

importance of problem-solving.   



 
 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Cathy Taschner addresses students during the S.P.I.R.I.T. training.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Students present possible solutions to various concerns they identified about the Coatesville Area 

Intermediate High School.  
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